Jackie D. Butler Il

Sovereign Master
April 2010

Pagel Eiévxya {212Y2y Q& ¢S



King{ 2f 2Y2y Qa ¢SYLX S

you ever want to go there or find out what happened to it? This paper

inquire some intereting information about the building of King
{2t2Y2yQa ¢SYLXS IyR gKSNB Al Aa
betweenthe Ark of the Covenart Yy R YAy 3 {2f 2Y2y Qa

Where and how did the plan of the Templgin®
Why was the present site chosen?

What are the essential purposes of the Temple?
Where is the temple today?

What other assemblies represent the temple?

KingSolomon's Temple also known as ffiest Temple was the first
temple of the ancient religio of the biblical Israelites in Jerusalem and
originally constructed by King Solomdrnese accounts in the Bible are
also the basis for much of the legend and lore of Freemasonry, which
uses the construction of the Temple as a backdrop and metaphor faalrrstruction.

According to the Bible, it functioned as a religious focal point for worship and the sacrifices known as the
korbanot in ancient Judaism. Completed in 960aB@was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC. A
reconstructed temple in Jerukam, which stood between 516 Bd 70BC, was the Second Temple.
¢CKAA GSYLX S g1 a 1 yJevwsi studidgs comBnbidly RQubelief Baf 4 Xhi&lPemple

will be built.(See Attachment 1)

History is an afterthought, written only when greatnesslalready been achieved. There was no

Hebrew history before David, who united the tribes and conquered their enerfleswas there any
Masonic history, as we know it, until the operative stone masons of England had established their craft
by building sme of those marvelous monuments to Christian civilization, the Gothic cathedrals. But
there were Masons and there were Hebrews long before there were books about elthdre widely
separated beginnings of both Hebrew and Masonic history we find refeeto the building of a
Temple. We have seen that King Solomon's Temple was not built in a day, or without the accumulation
and expenditure of a vast treasure in materials, craftsmanship, and human organi2atmhave seen

that a generation of intense preparation (David concentrating the energies of a kingdom on a project
he was never able to behold) preceded the actual building, and that long ages of venerating the simpler
Tabernacle in the Wilderness came before that.

The Masonic fraternity startesimply, too, and the magnificent brotherly structure of the past two
hundred years was many centuries in the making. Unlike the Temple, the fraternity in its formative years
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had no powerful king to protect and support it, and its growth was far less apaletr than that of the
great monument on Mount MorialiTemple Mount)

Medieval History and Legend

The legends of Masonry are very old, dhdy tell of times far older the themselves. The earliest
legendary Masonic writing which has survived in manpsdsia little book consisting of 33 leaves of
parchment, written in English, probably before 1390 AHBeemasonry hlstory as backed by solid
empirical evidence has been traced back to 138QL390he
Regius Manuscripts, the oldest authenticated Masoni
documentswereg NA G G Sy @ ¢ KS SaMaiedt ek Of
originated from this documen(See Attch 3)'Here begin the
constitutions of the art of Geometry according to Euclid," are the
opening lines, in Latin. Then the manuscript proceeds, in old |
Engish, to tell how "that worthy clerk, Euclid," taught the useful
art of geometry to unemployed sons of the Egyptian nobility,
how the knowledge which he taught spread to France and
England, and how he admonished his pupils, in fifteen articles
and fifteen mints, to be good men and worthy exponents of the
art of geometry. By geometry he meant Masonry. This medi
stone masons' organization, forerunner of modern Masonry, t :
g
%

was already of respectable age when the book of "Euclid's
constitutions" was written.tlwas old enough so that its living
members saw nothing ridiculous in tracing their history back tc&
Lamech, the grandson of Adam, and through him to Pythagor =
of Greece and Hiram, King of Tyre, and King Charles Martel of France and Athelstane Kiagadf Eng
even though these celebrities were separated from each other by centuries rather than by years. It was
old enough so that not only stone masons but gentlemen and dignitaries of the Church were interested
in its legends, and impressed with its suppdsentinuity since Biblical timeb1 1450the Cooke

Manuscript was written by a Speculative Mason. This document of immense Masonic significance was
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manuscripts known collectively dhie Old Charge3he next oldest Masonic manuscript, written only a
few years later, tells substantially the same story in a sonawlifferent manner, and also includes a
reference toKing Solomon's Templeésolomon is represented as having confirmed Euclid's articles and
points for the government of Masons. These two Masonic manuscripts are the oldest of a long series
known to have ben written over a period of more than 300 years, between the end of the 14th century
and the beginning of the 18th. They are sometimes called the Old Charges of Masonry, and sometimes
the Manuscript Constitutions of the Craft. Because they link modererkasonry with an immemorial

past, they are also called "the title deeds of the Fraternity." In all of them is an account Béhgle of
Solomon or "Templum Dei," or "Temple of Jerusalem," or "Templum Domini," and an attempt at the
establishment of a kiship between the builders of this Temple and the English stone masons for whom
the manuscripts were written. King Solomon and Hiram, King of Tyre, are always in the story, and usually
a third builder who is represented as Aynon, a son of Hiram. Thus théendat theme of the builder's
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art appears in the very earliest history of the Cré&frly in the 18th century (1717), four old Lodges in
London met together to form the first Grand Lodge and Freemasonry was well on its way toward
becoming the organizeddternity which we know today. Probably as early as 1720 or 1730, George
Payne, John T. Desaguliers, and their associates had developed a ritual of three degrees, with the legend
of King Solomon's Temple holding the central position. This legend, of vilgichwere possible

suggestions in the earliest manuscripts, had grown to be one of the dominant themes in Masonry.

Location of the Temple

According to the biblical account, David's first action as king of Israel was to conquer Jebus (Jerusalem)
and declae it the capital of his kingdom. Even though the city was not the perfect choice from many
points of view, a geopolitical constraint dictated
this choice. Mount Morialiocated in Jerusaleris BN S e
an important place where Abraham bound Isaac THE KINGDOMS
Abraham sets ouo obey God's command without| .., A‘_\’_"’.ISRA”
guestioning. After Isaac is bound to an altar, the

angel of God stops Abraham at the last minute, a|..
which point Abraham discovers a ram caught in
some nearby bushes. Abraham then sacrifices th|
ram irstead oflsaac. Genesighapter22versel4

° Scale ofEndlish Mile

atldsa GKEG AG 2O00dNNB| | b [ hws
The Bible seems to identify the location of this | j | /) ; i
event as the hill on which Solomon later built the |+ =/ i
Temple, now known as the Temple MoyMount | = e “*‘L‘;':“ o
Moriah) in Jerusalem(See Attachment 2pavid i - i xm@ ‘ f',f“"] sgazs | | ?
conquered Jerusalem at the end of the 11th , 5 : s '; '
century BC, and then chose it as the center of his| | _ ) S |
new government. Jerusalem became the politicalf | =y i L
and spiritual centre of the Israelite tribes. B ok | |
According to the biblical narrative, David was = \M“/ = ok N
instructed by Gd not to build the Temple, leaving | | M P sd"f:.:l ; ,&..l s 1
the task to his son SolomoKing David had the || A sew & 50 =
desire to build the temple but God chose his son L/ ) =Gt N } ||
King Solomon who completed it in about 960 B.Clut ", sulifisomser & A0x | L
The concentration of religious ritual at the Temple | % £ i gy ey 1
made Jerusalem a placé milgrimage and an ;i WENE | 3 ; (et |
important commercial center. | x 87 U | ! !
i i 1: H
In the days of King David, who subdued the i[ L -
Jebusites, it became a part of the city named By 2 ¥ o A ’*’*Jﬁ" i
Jerusalenon Temple Mount also referred to as s — et e oo v

Mount Moriah It is 14 1/2 miles from Jordan, 15 miles from Salt Sedh4dmiles from the
Mediterranean. The location was not the most desirable one on which to erect the Temple, but was
chosen by Solomon because of its sacred associations. It was fitting that the great Temple to be
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manifest that faith in Him which was accepted ever after by the children of Israel and the world. On this
spot also, where Abraham offered Isaac, David made an acceptable offering unto the Lord, atid by fai
saved Jerusalem from destruction. David no doubt realized the significance of the name given to the
Mount by Abraham, "Jehovah Sees," and ever after the children of Abraham found consolation in the
thought, "In the Mount of Jehovah He will be seen."d&ubn, in deciding to erect the Temple upon this
sacred spot, fulfilled the wishes of his father, King David, and of all in whose breasts these sentiments
were cherished. "Beautiful for Situation, the Joy of the whole Earth."

Biblical account of the Templge construction

Before his death, King David had provided materials in great abundance for the building of the temple
on the summit of Mount Moriatlfl Chronicles 22:14; 29:4; 2 Chronicleg,3nhere he had purchased a
threshing floor from Araunah the Jebite @ Sam. 24:21 et sexj on which he offered sacrifice.

The Bible states that in the beginning of his reign, King Solomon tfrthed Kingdom of Israel, set

about giving effect to the ideas of his father, and prepared additional materials for titdirigy From
subterranean quarries at Jerusalem he obtained huge blocks of stone for the foundations and walls of
the temple. These stones were prepared for their places in the building under the eye of Tyrian-master
builders.According to this account, 8mnon also entered into pact with Hiram |, king of Tyre, for the
supply of whatever else was needed for the work, particularly timber from the forests of Lebanon, which
was brought in great rafts by the sea to Joppa, meliewas dragged to JerusalefhKings 5)

Hiram, the Phoenician King of Tyre, ruled from-926 B.C. He had already established friendly

relations with King David of Jerusalem with the commercial ventures that were carried on between their

two nations. When Solomon approached him fiedp with the great undertaking of building a
e = - maghnificenttemple,King Hiram was ready to accommodate

with materials and labourers. The Phoenicians called

GKSYaSt Sa WYAYIFIKYFUd YSIEyAy3 [yl
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purple cloth the Greeks traded with them. These people were

traders, not warriors. From history we acknowledge the

Phoenicians as a very civilized and intelligent race. They were

extremely skilled as artists and artisans. From the Egyptia

they had developed a high degree of skill in making glass and

weaving the imported linen. Their skill in navigation and

seafaring was unparalleled and to them is credited the

discovery and use of Polaris, therth Star. They weras

successful as seam¢hat, by about 1,000 B.C., they had gained

control of all the trading commerce on the Mediterranean, had

established colonies all along the Mediterranean and had

straddled this huge coastal area with factories that were

centeredat Tyre. They exported dar from the Lebanon forests

and many articles made from cedar, dyedolencloth,

el

Kina Hiram walkina throiiah the forests of | ehanon
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glassware, metal ware, pottery, and ivory. They imported tin, silver, iron and lead from Spain; gold,

spices, wrought iron, horses and superior wool from Arabia; and casapErior quality from Israel.

Papyrusijvory, ebony, silk and spices were imported from Egypt; copper and various kinds of raw
materials were imported from Cyprus. They smelted their metals with the aid of blowpipes and bellows.
They blasted in their mirgeby using fire and vinegar. They even had learned the practical use of pulleys
from their Asiatic trading partners. The Phoenicians' chief gift to the world was the invention of an

alphabet which later evolved and was adapted by the Greeks to becometikbne of the modern

£ LIKFoSGd Wt LBNHzAY oLI LISNL gl & FlLYAEAFIN G2
geometricians and they had a proven record of building skills. Solomon was familiar with the Phoenician
Temple of Melgartand wanted similar magnificence for his Temple at Jerusalem. Historians refer to this

temple as one ofinmatchedmagnificence in the Eastern Mediterranean

Solomon contracted with Kingitdm of Tyre to receive Cedavhich is still world renowned today

concertirg Cypress and Juniper logs from the mountainous forests of Lebanon. Cedar of Lebanon was of
especially good quality, solid, not many knots, and of a deep rich, reddish color. They could sometimes

reach a height of well over 100 feet. They are now extremagly. Hiram saidAnd we shall cut wood
out of Lebanon, as much as Thou shalt need
floats by sea to Joppa;. What we do not realize= ;
from this passage is that once the wood was
cut, it had to be taken down the mountain side
to the coast. This would have bean awesome
task in itself because the distance was some 1}
miles N. of Tyre. They rolled it down the '
mountainside and when it was on level ground
they pulled it to the coast by teams of oxen.
There, the logs were bound together in rafts
using very strog rope and floated down to
Joppa, (today known as Tel Aviv). This was a EJJ
further distance of about 90 miles. Joppa's
harbor was formed by a low ledge of rocks
about 330 ft. from the coast. The north end
being open and shallow is probably where the
log raftswere accessed. The city of Joppa was
situated on a rocky hill rising to a height of
about 115 ft.Fom the coast of Joppa it was
ANOTHER 35 miles to Jerusalem. A new road &
laid by King Solomon, enabled them to i
transport the cedar logs to Jerusalem. In
exchange for the wood and 30,000 labourers
from Tyre, each year Hiram received from
Solomon the following: 2,00@ns of wheat; g s
2,000 tons of barley; 400,000 liters of wine; and“" J
400,000 liters of olive oil.
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According to tradition, Solomon also provided faudficient water supply for the temple marvingin

the rocky hill vastvater tanks (cisternsjnto which water was conveyed by channels from the "pools"
near Bethlehem. One of these cisterns, the "great sea," was capable of containing three milbas.gall
The overflow was led off by a conduit to the Kidron.
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Workmen at the Temple

Hiram Abiffof Tyre, the principal architect and engineer, was of mixed race. "He was a widow's son of

the tribe of Naphtali, and his fatherwasamaf Tyre(Ly G KS . 221 27F WYAy3au Ay
to as Hurum, the widow's sofi.He was "skilled to work in ; T —

gold and in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone, and in timber,
in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, and in crimson; also to
graveany manner of graving, and to find out every device
which shall be put to him. Cunning, a man richly endowegd
by Nature in wisdom and knowledge, he was preeminently
fitted for this almost supernatural task. With him were
associated the trained and "cunningien of David, who
had "trained workmen in abundance, hewers and worke
of stone and timber."1 Kings 7: 1-34.

Solomon numbered the strangers that were in the land o
Israel there were 70,000 Entered Apprentices in the rock
guarries, 80,000 Fellowcraftvho quarried rock out of the
mountains and cut and polished them into perfect ashlar
and 30,000 who cut wood out of Lebanon. Additionally,
there were 3300 overseers of the work and 550 chief overseers, making a combined labor force of
183,8502 Chron2: 17%18.

Solomon having married a daughter of Egypt's king, and thus cemented his alliance with that powerful
monarch, and having, at the same time, a workable trade pact with the Phoenicians, drew from these
nations skilled workmen to assist his alreadsil-trained and formidable force. In addition, nearly all

the neighboring nations as well as those of more distant realms were drawn upon for builders and
artisans skilled in wood, metal, and stonewodkKings 5: 18.

Constructionof the Temple

ThesdlJt ' yad 2F YAy3d {2f2Y2yQa ¢SY
an effort to reproduce a beautiful dignified and artistic

building conforming to the specifications found in the

bible. According to tradition, in all these preparatory

undertakings a space of about threeays was occupied;

and now the process of the erection of the great building

began, under the direction of skilled Phoenician builders

and workmen, in the fourth year &olomon's reign.

The building followed the Phoenician model, which
makes the Bible's deription an important source for
historians regarding the lagut of Phoenician temples, and vice versa. David provided Solomon with a
large amount of gold and silver with which to build the temple. The Biblical account reports that this
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amounted to 100,00 talents (3,000 tons) of gold (an amount exceeding the current annual global

production and 1,000,000 talents (30,000 tons) of silver.

According to biblical tradition, many thousanddatborersand skilled artisans were employed in the
work. Stones ppared in the quarries underneath the city Kings 5:17, )&f huge dimension were
gradually placed on the massive walls, and closely fitted together without any mortar between, till the

whole structure was completed.

Y “carved figures of cherubim and
¢ 7/, palm irees and open flowers"
(1 Kg. 6.29). Cherubim are
now understood to be winged
sphinxes with human faces, bor-
rowed from Phoenician art and
_ often shown flanking a palm tree
as guardians of the “Tree of
\ Life” of Near Eastern mythol-
o ogy. These ivory plaques, one of
a cherub wearing the double
A\ crown of Egypt and the other a
" stylized palm, were found in
Syria, They were probably used
'\—'—" to enhance a king's palace.
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Kings Chapter 6
Dimensions of theTemple (1 Kings $

1 The house which king Solomon built for the Lord "

0 Length: threescore cubits (60 cubit25
ft. counting 25 in. as a cubit)
o Width: twenty cubits (20 cubitd1 ft. 8
in) |
0 Height: thirty cubits (30 cubit62 1/5 ft) Q
——
1 Porchesand outside rooms
0 The porch before the temple of the F— zn[g-ﬁ.]xs
house
A Twenty cubits was the length T
thereof, according to the breadth
of the house (20 cubits41 ft. 8 — 16 cubits
in. long, or all the way in front of l l| i
the temple)
0 Ten cubits was the width before the i e |
house (10 cults - 20 ft. 10 in. Wide) 1

[LIC
[]LIL

35 cubits

1 And against the wall of the house he built
chambers round about, against the walls of the - @ =
house round about, both of the temple and of
the oracle:and he made chambers round about:

o He built chambers or rooms around the Solomen's Temple facing ast
temple onthe outside walls of the 2 sides and the end. They were 10 ft. 5 in. in height

9 The nethermost chamber wdive cubits broad, and the middle was six cubits broad, and the
third seven cubits broadfor without in the wall of the house he made narrowedtesund
about, that the beams should not be fastened in the walls of the house.

0 The rooms were 10 ft. 5 ihigh: 12 ft. 6 in. wide: and 14 ft. 7 itong, with pillars for
the ceiling beams so they would not rest on the wall

1 Whatis a cubit?

0 An ancientunit of linear measure, originally equal to the length of the forearm from the
tip of the middle finger to the elbow, or about 17 to 22 inches (43 to 56 centimeters).

Relative Lengths of WMeters, Yards, Cubits and Feet
... \1eter

= Y ard
e Cubit
s Foot
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The Temple stone was immediately at hand in the hills round about Jerusalenvamdhethe city
itself. The stone was quarried and prepared by masons from Tyre and Biiwoa:iorkmerprepared

=  the roughashlarsn the quarries, and then carried them up to a place close to
the building site where more skilled and expert craftsmen gheen their fine
finish with the result that they were perfect ashlars. These stones were the
famous white limestone, which was so easily worked and caredre was
neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house while it was
in the processof being built The blocks of white limestone slotted perfectly

together in their placement

-

'x"@i

The Biblical text makes it clear that
Solomon received aid from Hiram,
5 King of Tyre, in the construction of

el his buildings. As the Hebrews were

’ an agricultural peple, this aid

probably involved not only material (cedetood, etc.), but
architectural direction and skilled craftsmen. Among the
details from Tyre were the two pillaBoazandJachin
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The Two Pillars

About3000 B.C. the Egyptians had opened up coppe
mines in the Sind?eninsulaso the Phoenicians were
very familiar with its practical uses. They had (S
discovered that by refining copper and tin together, Hebrew Cubit = 17.5" High Priest
they could get bronze. The Jordan Valley was some

-

R e —

pillar was adorned witlchapiteis of cast bronze formed in the shape of lilies, which had a
thickness of almost three inches. Eadtapiterwas about 7 1/2ft high. A network of seven

pertaining to the historic past of the Jewish people. Boaz, thehiafid pillar, stood to the south
representing the land of Judah and signffid WAy a0 NBy3IGKUT WI OKAY

flryR 2F LANI St aAdyArATFeiaAyad WD2R gAff Sadloft

These two great bronze shafts, standing in relief, formed an important feature in the
architecture of the Temple. Each one was "thifitye cubis high anhiNere cubits in
circumference" (70 feet high and 24 feet in circumferencB)ey were highly ornamented by
a network of brass, overhung with wreaths of bronze pomegranates, each row containing
one hundred.Upon the pillars and the top of thehapiters were pommels (great bowls or
vessels for oil) over which were hung, festewise, wreaths of pomegranates, interspersed
here and there with lily workThey bore the names of Jachin and Boaz and were placed it .2
front of the porch leading to the Batuary.2 Chron. 3:15; 1 Kings 7:-23; 2 Chron. 4: 123. =

Pagell YAy3 {2f2Y2yQa

-

LR

“
1

60 miles N.E. of Jerusalem. The pillars wereastl30 ft. high, each nearly 20 ft around. Each

interwoven chains decotad the chapiters. Hiram Abiff made pomegranates in two rows above
the bowkshaped part next to the network. The pomegranatetsled two hundred for each pillaiThese
pillars were cast in bronze in the clay grounds of the Jordan, formed hollow and rhad#ten brass.
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King Solomon began construction of the Temaddeutthe year 957 B.C. during the 4th year of his reign.

The Temple was built due east and west and was surrounded with high walls built obstbtienber. A
vast retaining outer wall spanned 750 ft X 500lftside this was an
inner court which extended from the Temple about 209 ft on all
sides. The method used to build the walls was to place 3 rows of
stone and follow that up with a row of inteocking cedar beams.
This provided a sort of elasticity as a safeguard against the earth
tremors which were prevalent in that area. For seven years
Jerusalem was filled with busy workers engaged in leveling the
chosen site, building vast retaining walksying broad foundations,
shaping the heavy timbers brought from the Lebanon forests, anc
erecting the magnificent sanctuary. At the same time, the
manufacture of the furnishings for the Temple was steadily
progressing under the leadership of Hiram Abiff.

Tools for the Workmen

ld GKS {®9d O2NYySNI 2F GKS ¢SYLX S I ANrY ! 6AFF KIR

the circumference was about 45 ft. holding about 10,000 gals of wate
All roundthe outer edge of the rim of the tank were two rows of bronze
gourds, which had been cast all in one plece with the rest of the tank. ‘I
Aa (K2dAKG (G2 KFE@S NBLINBaASYidSR
powers. The great bowl was for the High Pises cleanse themselves. It
was made of molten bronze andhands breadthn thickness. It was
supported by 12 bronze bulls arranged in four groups of three, each
group facing a different direction with the heads facing outwards.

huge tank was about 15 ft. in diametet stood about 7 %2 ft. high and j‘ —

To the left and in fronof Boaz
= was a great altar for burnt
offerings. Mounted on four

= stages, each one smaller than the s
. one below it, the altar was made >
. of bronze and the stages were of
stone. It was 30 ft. square and stood about 15 ft. high. When an
animal was to become a batroffering, it was slaughtered,
skinned, and cut up. The priest laid his hand on the head of the
animal as it was being slaughtered, emblematically transferring
the sins and transgressions of the people into the innocent

¢ animal. The blood was drained indocontainer; the intestines

\ and shanks were washed, then the body, head and all were
burned on the altar. Only the most perfect specimens qualified

.} for sacrificial rites, thus the reason for generally selecting lambs.

<
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All round the altar were bronze ds, totaling 10. These carts were about 6 ft. long X 6 ft. wide X 4 ¥4 ft.
high. They were set on 4 bronze wheels with bronze axles. The wheels were about 26 inches high
shaped like chariot wheels. A circular band,
about 9 inches in width was placed around
the top of the cart. The side panels, as well
as the supports placed at each corner of the
cart were all decorated in carved relief with
figures of bulls, lions, palm trees and
cherubim. Each cart had a basin set upon
the band which was about 6 ft. in digeter

and held about 211 gals of water. These
were used to cleanse the animals intended
as sacrifices. 5 carts were on the S. side and
5 on the N. side. The overseer of all this
work was Hiram Abiff.
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All around the outside of the building there

% SNBS WAKIRYo SNER Y 2 NJ wa
were arranged in Bvelswhich were

divided into90 rooms, with 30 on each

level EacHevelmeasured about 10 ft. high.
The wall on each floor was thinner than the
one below it so that the rooms could rest on

. . . . it ) : 27ff,
the wall without having their beams built Fic. 33. B'as; 'Ca,‘:ﬁf),f'°:’.)sf;'{°e';‘;’,fsf,x$ﬁl§ (x Kings 9%

into the wall.The entrance to the

lowest levelwas on the south side of
the Temple with stairs leading up to the
2nd and 3rdevels Access was gained
to the Middle Chamber by a winding
stairway in the southeast corner dfi¢
building. No access to the Templeutab
be gained from these levels

The Temple followed the traditional
Phoenician design: an outer hallway, a
central open courtyard, and an inner
Holy of Holies or sanctum sanctorum.

p oy oy ey oy oy =
LD .

2 Bt

&
i

.
i‘ o

8
P

Pagel3 WUYAY3 {2f2Y2yQa



Once past the 2 great pafs, the vestibule opened into a vast main sanctuary, lit by small windows. A
double door of olive and pine wood, covered in gold and decorated with carved figures of gourds,
cherubim, palm trees and open flowers led into the
sanctuary. This sanctuary wagproximately 46 ft. long X 30
ft. wide. The stone walls were covered with cedar panels, a
was the whole interior of the sanctuary. Even tioefswere
covered in cedar. The floor was covered in cypress wood a
the whole structure was then overlaid witime gold, carved
with designs of palm trees and chain patterns. The gold came
from southern Arabia, the land of (i
the legendary Queen of Sheba. A
of the furnishings in here were of
the finestgold whichincluded:

the altar and the tables for the [
show bread offered to God; the lamp stands and the lamps Cijis
fine gold that were to turn in front of the Holy of Holies; the |SE
flower decorations; the lamps and the tongs;
the lamp snuffers; the bowls; the dishes for
incense and the pans used for carrying live
coals Allthese objects were made of pure gold. On the walls also, the workers carved
designs of winged creatures (cherubim). These creatures are described in the Book
of Ezekiel.

SANBOGE & Ay FNRBY(O 27F K Sof RofiedzstboGhe atar ZTNiGaltalr viiab RUATY I A y (i
long, 7 ¥ ft. wide, and 4 %% ft. high. It was made of acacia wood and 4 horns projected from the upper 4
corners. All was overlaid witlpold. TheHolyof Holies' or
inner sanctuary was a curtained inner chamber. A
perfectOdz0 S G KS Wl 2f& 2F | 2
long, wide and high and was raised 10 ft. above the
temple floor. A double door which spanned 10 ft. 8 in.
led to this inner sanctuary; it was made of olive wood
and gilded with gold, carved with figures afugds,
flowers, palm trees, and cherubim. These doors occup
1/4 of the wall.
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The top of the doorway was formed into a
pointed arch. Theurtainsor veils were of
the finest silk cloth brightlgoloredin
hyacinth blue, purple and scarléthe
Phoenicians were famous for theiolored
dyes, especiallgurple. They obtained the
purple ink from a marine snail (murex)
found on their coast. Other shades of ink
were obtained from other species of marine
shails common throughout the
Mediterranean The silk for the veils came
from their trading with tribes to the East,
possibly India. They were embroidered wit
figures of cherubimThe reason forthe  umijom -
color scheme of the veil was symbolic. In

Jewish traditionblue represented the heavensvhilered or crimson represented the earttPurple, a
combination of the two colas, represents aneeting of the leavens and the earth

Thefloor, fourwalls and ceiling were completely lined with pure gold. Herein was kept the Ark of the
Covenant which sat inr@cessed area just large enough to contain the Ark. Above the Ark, King
Solomon had caused two cherubim of gigantic size to be made. They stood over 20 ft. high and were
made of olivewvood;
both were of the same
| size and shape. They
. were placed side by
side, so that 2 of their
outstretched wings
touched each other in
the middle of the room,
- and the other 2 wings

" touched the walls. The
two winged creatures
were covered with gold
and faced the doorway
to the éHoly of Holies.
Herein, also, were kept
other tokens of the
Israelites’ deliverance
from Egypt and their
sojourn in the Sinai
wilderness.
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Completion

At length, in theautumnof the eleventh year of his reign, seven and a half years after it had been
begun, the temple was completed. For thirteen yetare it stood, on the summit of Moriah, silent and
unused. The reasons for this strange delay in its consecration are unknown. At the close of these
thirteen years preparations for the dedication of the temple were made. The Temple remained empty
for only eleven months, until the month of Tishri in the year following its completion. Thus the Temple
was dedicated at the autumnal neyear festival.

Ark of the Covenant

During the construction dsolomon's Templea special é
inner room, namedHoly of Holieswasprepared to
receive and house the Ark Kings 6:19 and when the
Temple was dedicated, the Arlcontaining the original
tabletsof the Ten Commandmentswas placed therein =
(1 Kings 8:®). When the priests emerged from the hol ,
place after placing the Ark there, the Temple was fillec
with a cloud, "for the glory of the Lord had filled the
house of the Lord"X Kings 8:1411; 2 Chron. 5:13, )4

AlthoughKingDavid erected another Tabernacle at
Jerusalem for the reception of the Ark of the Covenan

the original Tabernacle of Israel remained at
Gibeon until the days of King Solomon, together
with the brazen altar used for sacrificial offerings.
The layout and furnishings of the Tabernacle and
its surrounding court were replicated in lavish
detail and supplemented in the temple
constructed by King Solomon at Jerusalem.

According to biblical &dition, theArk of the
Covenantvas solemnly brought from the tent in
which David had deposited it to the place
prepared for it in the temple. Then Solomon
ascended a platform whidmadbeenerected for
him, in the sight of all the people, and lifting bis
hands to heaven poured out his heart to God in
prayer (L Kings 8; 2 Chr. 6).7
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The feast of dedication, which lasted seven days, followed by the feast of tabernacles, marked a new era
in the history of Israel. On the eighth day of the feast of taletes, Solomon dismissed the vast
assemblage of thpeople

Itemized Descriptiongnd Surrounding Structures

1. The Debir: the oracle or Most Holy Pla¢e Kings 6:19; 8)6called also theifiner house (6:27), and

the "Holy of Holies" (Heb. 9:3). Itasw 20 cubits in length, breadth, and height. The usual explanation for
the discrepancy between its height and the-@abit height of the temple is that its floor was elevated,
like the cella of other ancient temples. It was floored and wainscotted witlarc@dKings 6:1% and its
walls and floor were overlaid with gol@:0, 21, 3D It contained two cherubim of oliverood, each 10
cubits high { Kings 6:16, 20, 21, 2Z8) and each having outspread wings 10 cubits from tip to tip, so
that, since they stod side by side, the wings touched the wall on either side and met in the center of
the room. There was a twizaved door between it and the holy place overlaid with gold (2 Chr. 4:22);
also a veil of blue purple and crimson and fine lin2&hr. 3:14; cmpare Exodus 26:33It had no

windows (L Kings 8:1 It was considered the dwellifgace of God.

2.The Hekal: the holy placd Kings 8:4.0, called also thedreater housé (2 Chr. 3:5and the

"temple" (1 Kings 6:1)] the word also means "palacet was of the same width and height as the Holy

of Holies, but 40 cubits in length. Its walls were lined with cedar, on which were carved figures of
cherubim, palmtrees, and open flowers, which were overlaid with gold. Chains of gold further marked it
off from the Holy of Holies. The floor of the Temple was efvfiod overlaid with gold. The doguosts,

of olivewood, supported foldingloors of fir. The doors of the Holy of Holies were of elixand. On

both sets of doors were carved cherubim, paimes,and flowers, all being overlaid with goltl Kings

6:15

3. The Ulam the porch or entrance before the templen the east{ Kings 6:3; 2 Chr. 3:4; ®:This was

20 cubits long (corresponding to the width of the Temple) and 10 cubits dekm{s 6:8 2 Chr. 3:4

adds the curious statement (probably corrupted from the statement of the depth of the porch) that this
porch was 120 cubits high, which would make it a regular tower. The description does not specify
whether a wall separated it from the next ander. In the porch stood the two pillars Jachin and Boaz
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(1 Kings 7:21; 2 Kings 11:14; 23which were 18 cubits in height and surmounted by capitals of carved
lilies, 5 cubits high.

4. The chambers, which were built about the temple on the southeastern, and northern sided (
Kings 6:510). These formed a part of the building and were used for storage. They were probably one
story high at first; two more may have been added late.

5. The court of the priestg2 Chr. 4.9, called the "inner court"(Kings 6:35 which was separated from
the space beyond by a wall of three courses of hewn stone, surmounted by cedar deKimgg 4:36

6. The great courtwhich surrounded the whole templ@ Chr. 4:9. Here the people assembled to

worship GodJeraniah 19:14; 26:PHiram, King of Tyre, the friend of David, gave Solomon cedar, algum
and fir trees according to all Solomon's needs, also great stones (granite), costly stones (marbles), and
KSgSR alz2ySas akKl LISR T2 N LIdiéribgithdBourseyoiRhe doipstizictidddR 0 &
the Temple, King Hiram and King Solomon caused periodical trips to be made to Ophir for gold, algum
trees, and precious stones to add to the apparently inexhaustible stitiig David rejoiced with great

joy." Hiram, King of Tyre, "blessed the Lord God of Israel that made heaven and earth, who hath given to
David the King a wise son, endowed with prudence @amdkrstanding thamight builda house for the

Lord."

Architecture of the Temple

The assemblage of the wid's architectural genius at Jerusalem, and the amassed store of materials of
gold, silver, brass, iron, granite, and marble, together with the precious stones and costly woods and
fabrics brought from foreign shores, resulted in a structure distinctiveeisign, gigantic in proportions,
and glorious in embellishments, } \

the like of which Israel and the
people of that day had never
before seen, and which will never
again be equaled, much less
excelled. The Temple and the
Palace together, as a unit,
consised of a series of terraces
round about Mount Moriah, the
highest point of which was
crowned by the Great Porch, with
the Holy and the Most Holy Place

gy
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The second highest terrace, surrounding the Mount, was an oblongctangle, 1,600 feet long and 800
feet wide, having a retaining wall rigjirirom the base of the Mount to a height of from 80 to 240 feet as

Some certain and some tentative identifications
#1- The Lord's Temple built by Solomon

#2 - The Gate tdhe inner Temple Court

#3- The outer Temple Court

#4 - Likely Edifice of the House of Treasures
#5- The House of Pharaoh's Daughter

#6- The Porch of Judgment

#7 - Solomon's Palace

#8- The House of the Forest of Lebanon

#9- Possible site of the Porch Billars to the Temple and Citadel coming from the Palace of Solomon and th
House of the Forest of Lebanon.

conditions required for support, for defense, and to produce a uniform raised level about the Mount.
Within this first enclosure the architects provided homes for the porters and singeveethas havens

for the worshipers. The upper terrace was 800 feet long and 400 feet wide, surrounded by a retaining
wall of great stone.

The eastern half of this second enclosed terrace or court was embellished by three rows of hewed
stones or pillarssoundabout, forming a colonnade and supporting an entablature of cedar beams and
costly stones. The Covert for the King was located on the north side and was of solid brass. In the
western half of this oblong enclosure, and on the north side, was thet@muhe women, surronded

'

e

03

8
P

.

Pagel9 WUYAY3 {2f2Y2yQa



by high walls and enclosing a series of chambers suitably arranged. To the south was the Court of the
Priests, containing the chambers for those who were actively engaged in the Temple services. In the
center of the wetern half of the great court was the inner court, 400 feet by 200 feet in size, in the form
of a rectangle, surrounded by a cloistered colonnade of three rows of pillars supporting a beautiful
entablature of cedar beams and costly stones. The only entrance totlee court was through the

Great Gate on the eastern side. In the center of the eastern half of the inner court stood the Great Altar
of Burntoffering. In the southeast corner was the Molten Sea, and on the north and south sides, five on
each side, werehie Lavers. The western square of the inner court contained the House, or Holy and
Most Holy Places, surrounded by a series of chambers. The approach to these sacred precincts was
through the Great Porch, rising to a height of 240 feet.

These crowning teriges which supported the Temple and King Solomon's Palace or Citadel, including
his house, the House of the Forest of Lebanon, the Queen's Palace, the Porch of Pillars, and kindred
structures, were surrounded for the sake of security by a wall which beigie dottom of the Mount.

Some of the sides of this wall were reared 280 feet in height before they attained the desired level, and
these massive and curious bases, together with the sispreicture, formed an impressive prospect,

which was the marvel ddll beholders2 Chron. 3: 4.

Approaching the Temple terraces from the southwest was a road leading through a gate into the great
citadel, within the walls of which were the numerous buildings. The citadel was on an elevation just

below that of the Templeand visitors to the latter had to pass through the former. Hegesthe King's

Palace, the House of the Forest of Lebanon, the Porch of Pillars, the Queen's Palace, the Tower of David,
and thePalace of the Captain of the Host, the Palace of the HigktPaied the Judgment Seat or

Throne. Within this same enclosure were to be found the homes of the Royal Harem, and of the
immediate official family and attendants. Here also were the Royal Gardens in which were to be found a
great variety of trees and betéitul shrubbery, and enclosures for wild and domestic animals and birds.

The King's Palace, the House of the Forest of Lebanon, and therogtaébuildings were of a size and
magnificence such as Israel had never seen beforewasgrized because theseflected the high

political rank of the nation, as the Temple reflected the glory of its religious institutions. The road from
the southwest gate ran diagonally northeastward to a central square which was dominated by the
Tower of David. At the south tiie square was the Court of Guards, at the west of the Queen's Palace,
and at the east the Palace of King Solomon.
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Conceptions of Surrounding Structures:

The Interior of King Solomon's Paladanquet SceneSolomon's Temple and Citadel.
Visit ofthe Queen of Sheba/Shwa/Thebes.Kings 10 Pharaoh Hatshepsut.

House of Pharaoh's Daughing Solomon'’s wife or QueelKingSolomon's Citadel.
Song of SolomonAbishaghe Shularnite.
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K
Porch of Pillars of King Solomon's Temple and Citadel. 1.Kirg$.7:6

When the priests on the feast days slowly made their way up the steps to the Sanctuary, they wotlid sing
Psalms of AscenPsalms 12.36). This porch measured 50 x 30 cubits, 1.Kings 7:6.

Porch of Judgment of King Solomon's Temple and Citadel. 1.Kings 77

Page22 YAY3 {2f2Y2yQa ¢S


http://www.specialtyinterests.net/psalms.html#120
http://www.specialtyinterests.net/psalms.html#120

- The Gate to the Inner Cowing Solomon's
Hous of the Forest of Lebanon Temple.

King Solomon's Temple and Citadel. 1.KingsThis building Ezelel 40:2332

measured 100 x 50 x 30 cubits, 1.Ki. 7:2. [1 royal, Egyptian

= 20.623 inches; 2062 inches = 171.8 feet long; or in metric

cubit = 52.4 cm; 5240 cm = 52.4 meters long.]
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The Great Porch of the Templ&ing Solomon's Temple.
1.Kings 6:3; 7:12

The Psalmist's "Songs of Degrees' were sung by the official
priests as they solemnly climbed up these stairs to the All the Art Work of Solomon's Temple.
sanctuary on certaifreast days in the Jewish year, . Another

song was addressed to be sung to the great God of Peace,

72.

TheJudgment Seat
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The Treasure Ram

This room occupied the space above the Holy and Most Holy Places, extending the entire length of the
House. It was "sixtyubitslong, twenty cubits wide and ten cubits high" (120 feet by 40 by 20). Here

were stored the many things
King David had dectted to the
Lord. Here also were the silver
and gold vessels and
instruments, and all the
dedicated things such as gifts
from allied kings, princes,
potentates, and all other
important personages. It was
also the royal treasury where
Solomon deposited anfilom
whence he disbursed all things
of value.

1 Kings 6: 2.

The Great Porch
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