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King {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ 

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΚ 5ƛŘ 
you ever want to go there or find out what happened to it? This paper 
ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
inquire some interesting information about the building of King 
{ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ 
between the Ark of the Covenant ŀƴŘ YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΦ   
 
²ŜΩƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΥ 

Where and how did the plan of the Temple begin? 
Why was the present site chosen? 
What are the essential purposes of the Temple? 
Where is the temple today?  
What other assemblies represent the temple?  
 
King Solomon's Temple also known as the First Temple, was the first 
temple of the ancient religion of the biblical Israelites in Jerusalem and 
originally constructed by King Solomon. These accounts in the Bible are 
also the basis for much of the legend and lore of Freemasonry, which 

uses the construction of the Temple as a backdrop and metaphor for moral instruction. 

According to the Bible, it functioned as a religious focal point for worship and the sacrifices known as the 
korbanot in ancient Judaism. Completed in 960 BC and was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC. A 
reconstructed temple in Jerusalem, which stood between 516 BC and 70 BC, was the Second Temple. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ IŜǊƻŘΩǎ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΦ Jewish studies commonly include belief that a Third Temple 
will be built. (See Attachment 1) 

History is an afterthought, written only when greatness has already been achieved. There was no 
Hebrew history before David, who united the tribes and conquered their enemies.  Nor was there any 
Masonic history, as we know it, until the operative stone masons of England had established their craft 
by building some of those marvelous monuments to Christian civilization, the Gothic cathedrals. But 
there were Masons and there were Hebrews long before there were books about either.  In the widely 
separated beginnings of both Hebrew and Masonic history we find references to the building of a 
Temple.  We have seen that King Solomon's Temple was not built in a day, or without the accumulation 
and expenditure of a vast treasure in materials, craftsmanship, and human organization.  We have seen 
that a generation of intensive preparation (David concentrating the energies of a kingdom on a project 
he was never able to behold) preceded the actual building, and that long ages of venerating the simpler 
Tabernacle in the Wilderness came before that. 

The Masonic fraternity started simply, too, and the magnificent brotherly structure of the past two 
hundred years was many centuries in the making. Unlike the Temple, the fraternity in its formative years 
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had no powerful king to protect and support it, and its growth was far less spectacular than that of the 
great monument on Mount Moriah (Temple Mount). 

Medieval History and Legend 

The legends of Masonry are very old, and they tell of times far older then themselves. The earliest 
legendary Masonic writing which has survived in manuscript is a little book consisting of 33 leaves of 
parchment, written in English, probably before 1390 A.D.  Freemasonry history as backed by solid 
empirical evidence has been traced back to 1390. In 1390 the 
Regius Manuscripts, the oldest authenticated Masonic 
documents, were ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ aŀǎƻƴƛŎ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άSo Mote it beέ 
originated from this document (See Attch 3). "Here begin the 
constitutions of the art of Geometry according to Euclid," are the 
opening lines, in Latin. Then the manuscript proceeds, in old 
English, to tell how "that worthy clerk, Euclid," taught the useful 
art of geometry to unemployed sons of the Egyptian nobility, 
how the knowledge which he taught spread to France and 
England, and how he admonished his pupils, in fifteen articles 
and fifteen points, to be good men and worthy exponents of the 
art of geometry. By geometry he meant Masonry. This medieval 
stone masons' organization, forerunner of modern Masonry, 
was already of respectable age when the book of "Euclid's 
constitutions" was written. It was old enough so that its living 
members saw nothing ridiculous in tracing their history back to 
Lamech, the grandson of Adam, and through him to Pythagoras 
of Greece and Hiram, King of Tyre, and King Charles Martel of France and Athelstane, King of England, 
even though these celebrities were separated from each other by centuries rather than by years. It was 
old enough so that not only stone masons but gentlemen and dignitaries of the Church were interested 
in its legends, and impressed with its supposed continuity since Biblical times. In 1450 the Cooke 
Manuscript was written by a Speculative Mason. This document of immense Masonic significance was 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ aŀǎƻƴƛŎ ǳǎŀƎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴΩǎ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ мтноΣ ŀƴŘ 
references to the ǎŜǾŜƴ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ. It consists of 100 
manuscripts known collectively as The Old Charges. The next oldest Masonic manuscript, written only a 
few years later, tells substantially the same story in a somewhat different manner, and also includes a 
reference to King Solomon's Temple. Solomon is represented as having confirmed Euclid's articles and 
points for the government of Masons. These two Masonic manuscripts are the oldest of a long series 
known to have been written over a period of more than 300 years, between the end of the 14th century 
and the beginning of the 18th. They are sometimes called the Old Charges of Masonry, and sometimes 
the Manuscript Constitutions of the Craft. Because they link modern Freemasonry with an immemorial 
past, they are also called "the title deeds of the Fraternity." In all of them is an account of the Temple of 
Solomon, or "Templum Dei," or "Temple of Jerusalem," or "Templum Domini," and an attempt at the 
establishment of a kinship between the builders of this Temple and the English stone masons for whom 
the manuscripts were written. King Solomon and Hiram, King of Tyre, are always in the story, and usually 
a third builder who is represented as Aynon, a son of Hiram. Thus the dominant theme of the builder's 
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art appears in the very earliest history of the Craft. Early in the 18th century (1717), four old Lodges in 
London met together to form the first Grand Lodge and Freemasonry was well on its way toward 
becoming the organized fraternity which we know today. Probably as early as 1720 or 1730, George 
Payne, John T. Desaguliers, and their associates had developed a ritual of three degrees, with the legend 
of King Solomon's Temple holding the central position. This legend, of which there were possible 
suggestions in the earliest manuscripts, had grown to be one of the dominant themes in Masonry. 

Location of the Temple  

According to the biblical account, David's first action as king of Israel was to conquer Jebus (Jerusalem) 
and declare it the capital of his kingdom. Even though the city was not the perfect choice from many 
points of view, a geopolitical constraint dictated 
this choice. Mount Moriah located in Jerusalem is 
an important place where Abraham bound Isaac. 
Abraham sets out to obey God's command without 
questioning. After Isaac is bound to an altar, the 
angel of God stops Abraham at the last minute, at 
which point Abraham discovers a ram caught in 
some nearby bushes. Abraham then sacrifices the 
ram instead of Isaac. Genesis Chapter 22 verse14 
ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ŀǘ ϦǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [hw5άΦ 
The Bible seems to identify the location of this 
event as the hill on which Solomon later built the 
Temple, now known as the Temple Mount (Mount 
Moriah) in Jerusalem. (See Attachment 2) David 
conquered Jerusalem at the end of the 11th 
century BC, and then chose it as the center of his 
new government. Jerusalem became the political 
and spiritual centre of the Israelite tribes. 
According to the biblical narrative, David was 
instructed by God not to build the Temple, leaving 
the task to his son Solomon. King David had the 
desire to build the temple but God chose his son 
King Solomon who completed it in about 960 B.C. 
The concentration of religious ritual at the Temple 
made Jerusalem a place of pilgrimage and an 
important commercial center. 

In the days of King David, who subdued the 
Jebusites, it became a part of the city named 
Jerusalem on Temple Mount also referred to as 
Mount Moriah. It is 14 1/2 miles from Jordan, 15 miles from Salt Sea, and 41 miles from the 
Mediterranean. The location was not the most desirable one on which to erect the Temple, but was 
chosen by Solomon because of its sacred associations. It was fitting that the great Temple to be 
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ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǳƭd be erected upon the very spot where Abraham made 
manifest that faith in Him which was accepted ever after by the children of Israel and the world. On this 
spot also, where Abraham offered Isaac, David made an acceptable offering unto the Lord, and by faith 
saved Jerusalem from destruction. David no doubt realized the significance of the name given to the 
Mount by Abraham, "Jehovah Sees," and ever after the children of Abraham found consolation in the 
thought, "In the Mount of Jehovah He will be seen." Solomon, in deciding to erect the Temple upon this 
sacred spot, fulfilled the wishes of his father, King David, and of all in whose breasts these sentiments 
were cherished. "Beautiful for Situation, the Joy of the whole Earth." 

Biblical account of the Temple's construction 

Before his death, King David had provided materials in great abundance for the building of the temple 
on the summit of Mount Moriah (1 Chronicles 22:14; 29:4; 2 Chronicles 3:1), where he had purchased a 
threshing floor from Araunah the Jebusite (2 Sam. 24:21 et seq.), on which he offered sacrifice.  

The Bible states that in the beginning of his reign, King Solomon of the United Kingdom of Israel, set 
about giving effect to the ideas of his father, and prepared additional materials for the building. From 
subterranean quarries at Jerusalem he obtained huge blocks of stone for the foundations and walls of 
the temple. These stones were prepared for their places in the building under the eye of Tyrian master-
builders. According to this account, Solomon also entered into a pact with Hiram I, king of Tyre, for the 
supply of whatever else was needed for the work, particularly timber from the forests of Lebanon, which 
was brought in great rafts by the sea to Joppa, where it was dragged to Jerusalem (1 Kings 5).  

Hiram, the Phoenician King of Tyre, ruled from 970-936 B.C. He had already established friendly 
relations with King David of Jerusalem with the commercial ventures that were carried on between their 
two nations. When Solomon approached him for help with the great undertaking of building a 

magnificent temple, King Hiram was ready to accommodate 
with materials and labourers. The Phoenicians called 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ΨYƛƴŀƘƴŀϥ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ /ŀƴŀŀƴƛǘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƪǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
ǘƘŜƳ ΨtƘƻŜƴƛŎƛŀƴǎϥ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǇǳǊǇƭŜ ōŜŎause of the royal 
purple cloth the Greeks traded with them. These people were 
traders, not warriors. From history we acknowledge the 
Phoenicians as a very civilized and intelligent race. They were 
extremely skilled as artists and artisans. From the Egyptians 
they had developed a high degree of skill in making glass and 
weaving the imported linen. Their skill in navigation and 
seafaring was unparalleled and to them is credited the 
discovery and use of Polaris, the North Star. They were as 
successful as seamen that, by about 1,000 B.C., they had gained 
control of all the trading commerce on the Mediterranean, had 
established colonies all along the Mediterranean and had 
straddled this huge coastal area with factories that were 
centered at Tyre. They exported cedar from the Lebanon forests 
and many articles made from cedar, dyed woolen cloth, 

King Hiram walking through the forests of Lebanon 
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glassware, metal ware, pottery, and ivory. They imported tin, silver, iron and lead from Spain; gold, 
spices, wrought iron, horses and superior wool from Arabia; and corn of superior quality from Israel. 
Papyrus, ivory, ebony, silk and spices were imported from Egypt; copper and various kinds of raw 
materials were imported from Cyprus. They smelted their metals with the aid of blowpipes and bellows. 
They blasted in their mines by using fire and vinegar. They even had learned the practical use of pulleys 
from their Asiatic trading partners. The Phoenicians' chief gift to the world was the invention of an 
alphabet which later evolved and was adapted by the Greeks to become the backbone of the modern 
ŀƭǇƘŀōŜǘΦ ΨtŀǇȅǊǳǎϥ όǇŀǇŜǊύ ǿŀǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
geometricians and they had a proven record of building skills. Solomon was familiar with the Phoenician 
Temple of Melqart, and wanted similar magnificence for his Temple at Jerusalem. Historians refer to this 
temple as one of unmatched magnificence in the Eastern Mediterranean.  

 

Solomon contracted with King Hiram of Tyre to receive Cedar, which is still world renowned today 
concerting Cypress and Juniper logs from the mountainous forests of Lebanon. Cedar of Lebanon was of 
especially good quality, solid, not many knots, and of a deep rich, reddish color. They could sometimes 
reach a height of well over 100 feet. They are now extremely rare. Hiram said: And we shall cut wood 
out of Lebanon, as much as Thou shalt need 
floats by sea to Joppa;. What we do not realize 
from this passage is that once the wood was 
cut, it had to be taken down the mountain side 
to the coast. This would have been an awesome 
task in itself because the distance was some 15 
miles N. of Tyre. They rolled it down the 
mountainside and when it was on level ground, 
they pulled it to the coast by teams of oxen. 
There, the logs were bound together in rafts 
using very strong rope and floated down to 
Joppa, (today known as Tel Aviv). This was a 
further distance of about 90 miles. Joppa's 
harbor was formed by a low ledge of rocks 
about 330 ft. from the coast. The north end 
being open and shallow is probably where the 
log rafts were accessed. The city of Joppa was 
situated on a rocky hill rising to a height of 
about 115 ft. From the coast of Joppa it was 
ANOTHER 35 miles to Jerusalem. A new road 
laid by King Solomon, enabled them to 
transport the cedar logs to Jerusalem. In 
exchange for the wood and 30,000 labourers 
from Tyre, each year Hiram received from 
Solomon the following: 2,000 tons of wheat; 
2,000 tons of barley; 400,000 liters of wine; and 
400,000 liters of olive oil. 
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According to tradition, Solomon also provided for a sufficient water supply for the temple by carving in 
the rocky hill vast water tanks (cisterns), into which water was conveyed by channels from the "pools" 
near Bethlehem. One of these cisterns, the "great sea," was capable of containing three million gallons. 
The overflow was led off by a conduit to the Kidron.  
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Workmen at the Temple 

 Hiram Abiff of Tyre, the principal architect and engineer, was of mixed race. "He was a widow's son of 
the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre. (Lƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ΨYƛƴƎǎϥ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ 
to as Hurum, the widow's son.)" He was "skilled to work in 
gold and in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone, and in timber, 
in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, and in crimson; also to 
grave any manner of graving, and to find out every device 
which shall be put to him. Cunning, a man richly endowed 
by Nature in wisdom and knowledge, he was preeminently 
fitted for this almost supernatural task. With him were 
associated the trained and "cunning" men of David, who 
had "trained workmen in abundance, hewers and workers 
of stone and timber."  1 Kings 7: 13-14. 

Solomon numbered the strangers that were in the land of 
Israel, there were 70,000 Entered Apprentices in the rock 
quarries, 80,000 Fellowcrafts who quarried rock out of the 
mountains and cut and polished them into perfect ashlars, 
and 30,000 who cut wood out of Lebanon. Additionally, 
there were 3300 overseers of the work and 550 chief overseers, making a combined labor force of 
183,850. 2 Chron. 2: 17-18. 

Solomon having married a daughter of Egypt's king, and thus cemented his alliance with that powerful 
monarch, and having, at the same time, a workable trade pact with the Phoenicians, drew from these 
nations skilled workmen to assist his already well-trained and formidable force. In addition, nearly all 
the neighboring nations as well as those of more distant realms were drawn upon for builders and 
artisans skilled in wood, metal, and stonework.  1 Kings 5: 18. 

Construction of the Temple 
 
These Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻŦ YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ 
an effort to reproduce a beautiful dignified and artistic 
building conforming to the specifications found in the 
bible. According to tradition, in all these preparatory 
undertakings a space of about three years was occupied; 
and now the process of the erection of the great building 
began, under the direction of skilled Phoenician builders 
and workmen, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign. 

The building followed the Phoenician model, which 
makes the Bible's description an important source for 

historians regarding the lay-out of Phoenician temples, and vice versa. David provided Solomon with a 
large amount of gold and silver with which to build the temple. The Biblical account reports that this 
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amounted to 100,000 talents (3,000 tons) of gold (an amount exceeding the current annual global 
production and 1,000,000 talents (30,000 tons) of silver.  

According to biblical tradition, many thousands of laborers and skilled artisans were employed in the 
work. Stones prepared in the quarries underneath the city (1 Kings 5:17, 18) of huge dimension were 
gradually placed on the massive walls, and closely fitted together without any mortar between, till the 
whole structure was completed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Page 10  YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ 

 

Kings Chapter 6 
Dimensions of the Temple (1 Kings 6) 

¶ The house which king Solomon built for the Lord 
o Length: threescore cubits (60 cubits-125 

ft. counting 25 in. as a cubit) 
o Width: twenty cubits (20 cubits-41 ft. 8 

in) 
o Height: thirty cubits (30 cubits-62 1/5 ft) 

 

¶ Porches and outside rooms 
o The porch before the temple of the 

house 
Á Twenty cubits was the length 

thereof, according to the breadth 
of the house (20 cubits - 41 ft. 8 
in. long, or all the way in front of 
the temple) 

o Ten cubits was the width before the 
house (10 cubits - 20 ft. 10 in. Wide) 
 

¶ And against the wall of the house he built 
chambers round about, against the walls of the 
house round about, both of the temple and of 
the oracle:  and he made chambers round about: 

o He built chambers or rooms around the 
temple on the outside walls of the 2 sides and the end.  They were 10 ft. 5 in. in height 
 

¶ The nethermost chamber was five cubits broad, and the middle was six cubits broad, and the 
third seven cubits broad:  for without in the wall of the house he made narrowed rests round 
about, that the beams should not be fastened in the walls of the house. 

o The rooms were 10 ft. 5 in. high:  12 ft. 6 in. wide: and 14 ft. 7 in. long, with pillars for 
the ceiling beams so they would not rest on the wall. 

¶ What is a cubit? 
o An ancient unit of linear measure, originally equal to the length of the forearm from the 

tip of the middle finger to the elbow, or about 17 to 22 inches (43 to 56 centimeters). 
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 The Temple stone was immediately at hand in the hills round about Jerusalem and even in the city 
itself. The stone was quarried and prepared by masons from Tyre and Byblos. The workmen prepared 

the rough ashlars in the quarries, and then carried them up to a place close to 
the building site where more skilled and expert craftsmen gave them their fine 
finish with the result that they were perfect ashlars. These stones were the 
famous white limestone, which was so easily worked and carved. There was 
neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house while it was 
in the process of being built. The blocks of white limestone slotted perfectly 
together in their placement. 

The Biblical text makes it clear that 
Solomon received aid from Hiram, 
King of Tyre, in the construction of 
his buildings. As the Hebrews were 
an agricultural people, this aid 

probably involved not only material (cedar-wood, etc.), but 
architectural direction and skilled craftsmen. Among the 
details from Tyre were the two pillars Boaz and Jachin.  

The Two Pillars  
About 3000 B.C. the Egyptians had opened up copper 
mines in the Sinai Peninsula, so the Phoenicians were 
very familiar with its practical uses. They had 
discovered that by refining copper and tin together, 
they could get bronze. The Jordan Valley was some 
60 miles N.E. of Jerusalem. The pillars were at least 30 ft. high, each nearly 20 ft around. Each 
pillar was adorned with chapiters of cast bronze formed in the shape of lilies, which had a 
thickness of almost three inches. Each chapiter was about 7 1/2ft high. A network of seven 
interwoven chains decorated the chapiters. Hiram Abiff made pomegranates in two rows above 

the bowl-shaped part next to the network. The pomegranates totaled two hundred for each pillar. These 
pillars were cast in bronze in the clay grounds of the Jordan, formed hollow and made of molten brass. 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƛƴƎ Ƙƻƭƭƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎϥ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎϥ 
pertaining to the historic past of the Jewish people. Boaz, the left-hand pillar, stood to the south 
representing the land of Judah and signifyiƴƎ Ψƛƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘϥΤ WŀŎƘƛƴ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅƛƴƎ ΨDƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘϥ. 
 
These two great bronze shafts, standing in relief, formed an important feature in the 
architecture of the Temple. Each one was "thirty-five cubits high and twelve cubits in 
circumference" (70 feet high and 24 feet in circumference).  They were highly ornamented by 
a network of brass, overhung with wreaths of bronze pomegranates, each row containing 
one hundred.  Upon the pillars and the top of the chapiters were pommels (great bowls or 
vessels for oil) over which were hung, festoon-wise, wreaths of pomegranates, interspersed 
here and there with lily work.  They bore the names of Jachin and Boaz and were placed in 
front of the porch leading to the Sanctuary. 2 Chron. 3:15; 1 Kings 7: 15-22; 2 Chron. 4: 12-13. 
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King Solomon began construction of the Temple about the year 957 B.C. during the 4th year of his reign. 
The Temple was built due east and west and was surrounded with high walls built of stone and timber. A 
vast retaining outer wall spanned 750 ft X 500 ft.  Inside this was an 
inner court which extended from the Temple about 209 ft on all 
sides. The method used to build the walls was to place 3 rows of 
stone and follow that up with a row of interlocking cedar beams. 
This provided a sort of elasticity as a safeguard against the earth 
tremors which were prevalent in that area. For seven years 
Jerusalem was filled with busy workers engaged in leveling the 
chosen site, building vast retaining walls, laying broad foundations, 
shaping the heavy timbers brought from the Lebanon forests, and 
erecting the magnificent sanctuary. At the same time, the 
manufacture of the furnishings for the Temple was steadily 
progressing under the leadership of Hiram Abiff. 
 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ {Φ9Φ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΣ IƛǊŀƳ !ōƛŦŦ ƘŀŘ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ Ψōƻǿƭϥ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ΨƳƻƭǘŜƴ ǎŜŀϥΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
huge tank was about 15 ft. in diameter. It stood about 7 ½ ft. high and 
the circumference was about 45 ft. holding about 10,000 gals of water. 
All round the outer edge of the rim of the tank were two rows of bronze 
gourds, which had been cast all in one piece with the rest of the tank. It 
ƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ΨǎŀŎǊŜŘ ƭŀƪŜϥ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎ 
powers. The great bowl was for the High Priests to cleanse themselves. It 
was made of molten bronze and a hands breadth in thickness. It was 
supported by 12 bronze bulls arranged in four groups of three, each 
group facing a different direction with the heads facing outwards. 

 
To the left and in front of Boaz 
was a great altar for burnt 
offerings. Mounted on four 
stages, each one smaller than the 
one below it, the altar was made 
of bronze and the stages were of 
stone. It was 30 ft. square and stood about 15 ft. high. When an 
animal was to become a burnt offering, it was slaughtered, 
skinned, and cut up. The priest laid his hand on the head of the 
animal as it was being slaughtered, emblematically transferring 
the sins and transgressions of the people into the innocent 
animal. The blood was drained into a container; the intestines 
and shanks were washed, then the body, head and all were 
burned on the altar. Only the most perfect specimens qualified 
for sacrificial rites, thus the reason for generally selecting lambs.  
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All round the altar were bronze carts, totaling 10. These carts were about 6 ft. long X 6 ft. wide X 4 ½ ft. 
high. They were set on 4 bronze wheels with bronze axles. The wheels were about 26 inches high 
shaped like chariot wheels. A circular band, 
about 9 inches in width was placed around 
the top of the cart. The side panels, as well 
as the supports placed at each corner of the 
cart were all decorated in carved relief with 
figures of bulls, lions, palm trees and 
cherubim. Each cart had a basin set upon 
the band which was about 6 ft. in diameter 
and held about 211 gals of water. These 
were used to cleanse the animals intended 
as sacrifices. 5 carts were on the S. side and 
5 on the N. side. The overseer of all this 
work was Hiram Abiff. 
 
All around the outside of the building there 
ǿŜǊŜ ΨǎƛŘŜ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊǎϥ ƻǊ ΨǎƛŘŜ ǊƻƻƳǎϥΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
were arranged in 3 levels which were 
divided into 90 rooms, with 30 on each 
level. Each level measured about 10 ft. high. 
The wall on each floor was thinner than the 
one below it so that the rooms could rest on 
the wall without having their beams built 

into the wall. The entrance to the 
lowest level was on the south side of 
the Temple with stairs leading up to the 
2nd and 3rd levels. Access was gained 
to the Middle Chamber by a winding 
stairway in the southeast corner of the 
building. No access to the Temple could 
be gained from these levels. 
 
The Temple followed the traditional 
Phoenician design: an outer hallway, a 
central open courtyard, and an inner 
Holy of Holies or sanctum sanctorum.  
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Once past the 2 great pillars, the vestibule opened into a vast main sanctuary, lit by small windows. A 
double door of olive and pine wood, covered in gold and decorated with carved figures of gourds, 
cherubim, palm trees and open flowers led into the 
sanctuary. This sanctuary was approximately 46 ft. long X 30 
ft. wide. The stone walls were covered with cedar panels, as 
was the whole interior of the sanctuary. Even the roofs were 
covered in cedar. The floor was covered in cypress wood and 
the whole structure was then overlaid with fine gold, carved 
with designs of palm trees and chain patterns. The gold came 

from southern Arabia, the land of 
the legendary Queen of Sheba. All 
of the furnishings in here were of 
the finest gold which included: 
the altar and the tables for the 

show bread offered to God; the lamp stands and the lamps of 
fine gold that were to b urn in front of the Holy of Holies; the 
flower decorations; the lamps and the tongs; 
the lamp snuffers; the bowls; the dishes for 
incense and the pans used for carrying live 
coals. All these objects were made of pure gold. On the walls also, the workers carved 
designs of winged creatures (cherubim). These creatures are described in the Book 
of Ezekiel.  
 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨIƻƭȅ of Holies' stood the altar. This altar was 7 ½ ft. 
long, 7 ½ ft. wide, and 4 ½ ft. high. It was made of acacia wood and 4 horns projected from the upper 4 
corners. All was overlaid with gold. The Holy of Holies' or 
inner sanctuary was a curtained inner chamber. A 
perfect ŎǳōŜΣ ǘƘŜ ΨIƻƭȅ ƻŦ IƻƭƛŜǎϥ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ŦŜŜǘ 
long, wide and high and was raised 10 ft. above the 
temple floor. A double door which spanned 10 ft. 8 in. 
led to this inner sanctuary; it was made of olive wood 
and gilded with gold, carved with figures of gourds, 
flowers, palm trees, and cherubim. These doors occupied 
1/4 of the wall.  
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The top of the doorway was formed into a 
pointed arch. The curtains or veils were of 
the finest silk cloth brightly colored in 
hyacinth blue, purple and scarlet. The 
Phoenicians were famous for their colored 
dyes, especially purple. They obtained the 
purple ink from a marine snail (murex) 
found on their coast. Other shades of ink 
were obtained from other species of marine 
snails common throughout the 
Mediterranean. The silk for the veils came 
from their trading with tribes to the East, 
possibly India. They were embroidered with 
figures of cherubim.  The reason for the 
color scheme of the veil was symbolic. In 
Jewish tradition, blue represented the heavens, while red or crimson represented the earth. Purple, a 
combination of the two colors, represents a meeting of the heavens and the earth. 
 
The floor, four walls and ceiling were completely lined with pure gold. Herein was kept the Ark of the 
Covenant which sat in a recessed area just large enough to contain the Ark. Above the Ark, King 
Solomon had caused two cherubim of gigantic size to be made. They stood over 20 ft. high and were 

made of olive wood; 
both were of the same 
size and shape. They 
were placed side by 
side, so that 2 of their 
outstretched wings 
touched each other in 
the middle of the room, 
and the other 2 wings 
touched the walls. The 
two winged creatures 
were covered with gold 
and faced the doorway 
to the άHoly of Holiesέ. 
Herein, also, were kept 
other tokens of the 
Israelites' deliverance 
from Egypt and their 
sojourn in the Sinai 
wilderness. 
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Completion 

At length, in the autumn of the eleventh year of his reign, seven and a half years after it had been 
begun, the temple was completed. For thirteen years there it stood, on the summit of Moriah, silent and 
unused. The reasons for this strange delay in its consecration are unknown. At the close of these 
thirteen years preparations for the dedication of the temple were made. The Temple remained empty 
for only eleven months, until the month of Tishri in the year following its completion. Thus the Temple 
was dedicated at the autumnal new-year festival.  

Ark of the Covenant 

During the construction of Solomon's Temple, a special 
inner room, named Holy of Holies, was prepared to 
receive and house the Ark (1 Kings 6:19); and when the 
Temple was dedicated, the Arkτcontaining the original 
tablets of the Ten Commandmentsτwas placed therein 
(1 Kings 8:6-9). When the priests emerged from the holy 
place after placing the Ark there, the Temple was filled 
with a cloud, "for the glory of the Lord had filled the 
house of the Lord" (1 Kings 8:10-11; 2 Chron. 5:13, 14). 

Although King David erected another Tabernacle at 
Jerusalem for the reception of the Ark of the Covenant, 

the original Tabernacle of Israel remained at 
Gibeon until the days of King Solomon, together 
with the brazen altar used for sacrificial offerings.  
The layout and furnishings of the Tabernacle and 
its surrounding court were replicated in lavish 
detail and supplemented in the temple 
constructed by King Solomon at Jerusalem.  

According to biblical tradition, the Ark of the 
Covenant was solemnly brought from the tent in 
which David had deposited it to the place 
prepared for it in the temple. Then Solomon 
ascended a platform which had been erected for 
him, in the sight of all the people, and lifting up his 
hands to heaven poured out his heart to God in 
prayer (1 Kings 8; 2 Chr. 6, 7).  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon%27s_Temple
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_of_Holies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tablets_of_Stone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ten_Commandments


 Page 17  YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ 

 

The feast of dedication, which lasted seven days, followed by the feast of tabernacles, marked a new era 
in the history of Israel. On the eighth day of the feast of tabernacles, Solomon dismissed the vast 

assemblage of the people. 

 Itemized Descriptions and Surrounding Structures 

1. The Debir: the oracle or Most Holy Place (1 Kings 6:19; 8:6), called also the "inner house" (6:27), and 
the "Holy of Holies" (Heb. 9:3). It was 20 cubits in length, breadth, and height. The usual explanation for 
the discrepancy between its height and the 30-cubit height of the temple is that its floor was elevated, 
like the cella of other ancient temples. It was floored and wainscotted with cedar (1 Kings 6:16), and its 
walls and floor were overlaid with gold (6:20, 21, 30). It contained two cherubim of olive-wood, each 10 
cubits high (1 Kings 6:16, 20, 21, 23-28) and each having outspread wings 10 cubits from tip to tip, so 
that, since they stood side by side, the wings touched the wall on either side and met in the center of 
the room. There was a two-leaved door between it and the holy place overlaid with gold (2 Chr. 4:22); 
also a veil of blue purple and crimson and fine linen (2 Chr. 3:14; compare Exodus 26:33). It had no 
windows (1 Kings 8:12). It was considered the dwelling-place of God.  

2. The Hekal: the holy place, 1 Kings 8:8-10, called also the "greater house" (2 Chr. 3:5) and the 
"temple" (1 Kings 6:17); the word also means "palace". It was of the same width and height as the Holy 
of Holies, but 40 cubits in length. Its walls were lined with cedar, on which were carved figures of 
cherubim, palm-trees, and open flowers, which were overlaid with gold. Chains of gold further marked it 
off from the Holy of Holies. The floor of the Temple was of fir-wood overlaid with gold. The door-posts, 
of olive-wood, supported folding-doors of fir. The doors of the Holy of Holies were of olive-wood. On 
both sets of doors were carved cherubim, palm-trees, and flowers, all being overlaid with gold (1 Kings 
6:15)  

3. The Ulam: the porch or entrance before the temple on the east (1 Kings 6:3; 2 Chr. 3:4; 9:7). This was 
20 cubits long (corresponding to the width of the Temple) and 10 cubits deep (1 Kings 6:3). 2 Chr. 3:4 
adds the curious statement (probably corrupted from the statement of the depth of the porch) that this 
porch was 120 cubits high, which would make it a regular tower. The description does not specify 
whether a wall separated it from the next chamber. In the porch stood the two pillars Jachin and Boaz 
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 (1 Kings 7:21; 2 Kings 11:14; 23:3), which were 18 cubits in height and surmounted by capitals of carved 
lilies, 5 cubits high.  

4. The chambers, which were built about the temple on the southern, western, and northern sides (1 
Kings 6:5-10). These formed a part of the building and were used for storage. They were probably one 
story high at first; two more may have been added late. 

5. The court of the priests (2 Chr. 4:9), called the "inner court" (1 Kings 6:36), which was separated from 
the space beyond by a wall of three courses of hewn stone, surmounted by cedar beams (1 Kings 4:36).  

6. The great court, which surrounded the whole temple (2 Chr. 4:9). Here the people assembled to 
worship God (Jeremiah 19:14; 26:2).Hiram, King of Tyre, the friend of David, gave Solomon cedar, algum 
and fir trees according to all Solomon's needs, also great stones (granite), costly stones (marbles), and 
ƘŜǿŜŘ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΣ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǉǳŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘƻƴŜ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǊΩǎ during the course of the construction of 
the Temple, King Hiram and King Solomon caused periodical trips to be made to Ophir for gold, algum 
trees, and precious stones to add to the apparently inexhaustible store.  "King David rejoiced with great 
joy." Hiram, King of Tyre, "blessed the Lord God of Israel that made heaven and earth, who hath given to 
David the King a wise son, endowed with prudence and understanding that might build a house for the 
Lord." 
 
Architecture of the Temple 
 
The assemblage of the world's architectural genius at Jerusalem, and the amassed store of materials of 
gold, silver, brass, iron, granite, and marble, together with the precious stones and costly woods and 
fabrics brought from foreign shores, resulted in a structure distinctive in design, gigantic in proportions, 
and glorious in embellishments, 
the like of which Israel and the 
people of that day had never 
before seen, and which will never 
again be equaled, much less 
excelled.  The Temple and the 
Palace together, as a unit, 
consisted of a series of terraces 
round about Mount Moriah, the 
highest point of which was 
crowned by the Great Porch, with 
the Holy and the Most Holy Place. 
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The second highest terrace, surrounding the Mount, was an oblong or rectangle, 1,600 feet long and 800 
feet wide, having a retaining wall rising from the base of the Mount to a height of from 80 to 240 feet as 

conditions required for support, for defense, and to produce a uniform raised level about the Mount. 
Within this first enclosure the architects provided homes for the porters and singers, as well as havens 
for the worshipers. The upper terrace was 800 feet long and 400 feet wide, surrounded by a retaining 
wall of great stone.  

 The eastern half of this second enclosed terrace or court was embellished by three rows of hewed 
stones or pillars, roundabout, forming a colonnade and supporting an entablature of cedar beams and 
costly stones. The Covert for the King was located on the north side and was of solid brass. In the 
western half of this oblong enclosure, and on the north side, was the Court for the women, surrounded 

Some certain and some tentative identifications 
#1 - The Lord's Temple built by Solomon 
#2 - The Gate to the inner Temple Court 
#3 - The outer Temple Court 
#4 - Likely Edifice of the House of Treasures 
#5 - The House of Pharaoh's Daughter 
#6 - The Porch of Judgment 
#7 - Solomon's Palace 
#8 - The House of the Forest of Lebanon 
#9 - Possible site of the Porch of Pillars to the Temple and Citadel coming from the Palace of Solomon and the 
House of the Forest of Lebanon.  
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by high walls and enclosing a series of chambers suitably arranged. To the south was the Court of the 
Priests, containing the chambers for those who were actively engaged in the Temple services. In the 
center of the western half of the great court was the inner court, 400 feet by 200 feet in size, in the form 
of a rectangle, surrounded by a cloistered colonnade of three rows of pillars supporting a beautiful 
entablature of cedar beams and costly stones. The only entrance to the inner court was through the 
Great Gate on the eastern side. In the center of the eastern half of the inner court stood the Great Altar 
of Burnt-offering. In the southeast corner was the Molten Sea, and on the north and south sides, five on 
each side, were the Lavers. The western square of the inner court contained the House, or Holy and 
Most Holy Places, surrounded by a series of chambers. The approach to these sacred precincts was 
through the Great Porch, rising to a height of 240 feet. 

These crowning terraces which supported the Temple and King Solomon's Palace or Citadel, including 
his house, the House of the Forest of Lebanon, the Queen's Palace, the Porch of Pillars, and kindred 
structures, were surrounded for the sake of security by a wall which began at the bottom of the Mount. 
Some of the sides of this wall were reared 280 feet in height before they attained the desired level, and 
these massive and curious bases, together with the super-structure, formed an impressive prospect, 
which was the marvel of all beholders. 2 Chron. 3: 4. 

Approaching the Temple terraces from the southwest was a road leading through a gate into the great 
citadel, within the walls of which were the numerous buildings. The citadel was on an elevation just 
below that of the Temple, and visitors to the latter had to pass through the former. Here was the King's 
Palace, the House of the Forest of Lebanon, the Porch of Pillars, the Queen's Palace, the Tower of David, 
and the Palace of the Captain of the Host, the Palace of the High Priest, and the Judgment Seat or 
Throne. Within this same enclosure were to be found the homes of the Royal Harem, and of the 
immediate official family and attendants. Here also were the Royal Gardens in which were to be found a 
great variety of trees and beautiful shrubbery, and enclosures for wild and domestic animals and birds. 
 
The King's Palace, the House of the Forest of Lebanon, and the other royal buildings were of a size and 
magnificence such as Israel had never seen before, and was prized because they reflected the high 
political rank of the nation, as the Temple reflected the glory of its religious institutions. The road from 
the southwest gate ran diagonally northeastward to a central square which was dominated by the 
Tower of David. At the south of the square was the Court of Guards, at the west of the Queen's Palace, 
and at the east the Palace of King Solomon. 
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Conceptions of Surrounding Structures: 

 
The Interior of King Solomon's Palace - Banquet Scene - Solomon's Temple and Citadel. 
Visit of the Queen of Sheba/Shwa/Thebes - 1.Kings 10 - Pharaoh Hatshepsut. 

 
House of Pharaoh's Daughter - King Solomon's wife or Queen - King Solomon's Citadel. 
Song of Solomon - Abishag the Shulamite. 

http://www.specialtyinterests.net/david_abishag.html
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Porch of Pillars of King Solomon's Temple and Citadel. 1.Kings 7:6-21.  
When the priests on the feast days slowly made their way up the steps to the Sanctuary, they would sing the 
Psalms of Ascent (Psalms 120-136). This porch measured 50 x 30 cubits, 1.Kings 7:6. 

 
Porch of Judgment of King Solomon's Temple and Citadel. 1.Kings 7:7  

http://www.specialtyinterests.net/psalms.html#120
http://www.specialtyinterests.net/psalms.html#120
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House of the Forest of Lebanon 
King Solomon's Temple and Citadel. 1.Kings 7:2. This building 
measured 100 x 50 x 30 cubits, 1.Ki. 7:2. [1 royal, Egyptian cubit 
= 20.623 inches; 2062 inches = 171.8 feet long; or in metrics, 1 
cubit = 52.4 cm; 5240 cm = 52.4 meters long.]  

 
The Gate to the Inner Court - King Solomon's 
Temple. 
Ezekiel 40:23-32  
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The Great Porch of the Temple - King Solomon's Temple. - 
1.Kings 6:3; 7:12 
The Psalmist's `Songs of Degrees' were sung by the officiating 
priests as they solemnly climbed up these stairs to the 
sanctuary on certain Feast days in the Jewish year, . Another 
song was addressed to be sung to the great God of Peace, Psalm 
72.  
 

The Judgment Seat  

 

 
All the Art Work of Solomon's Temple.  
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The Treasure Room 
 
This room occupied the space above the Holy and Most Holy Places, extending the entire length of the 
House. It was "sixty cubit s long, twenty cubits wide and ten cubits high" (120 feet by 40 by 20). Here 
were stored the many things 
King David had dedicated to the 
Lord. Here also were the silver 
and gold vessels and 
instruments, and all the 
dedicated things such as gifts 
from allied kings, princes, 
potentates, and all other 
important personages. It was 
also the royal treasury where 
Solomon deposited and from 
whence he disbursed all things 
of value.  
1 Kings 6: 2. 
 

The Great Porch 
 

  


