
²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ! WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ

This is version 2 of my paper in which I added more documentation, illustrations, 
Videos which you can see on the web site and excerpts from the Holy Bible where KST 
is referenced. 

The paper is located at the AMD site, please refer to handout.

Explain AMD

My references are listed briefly at the end of the paper and consist of : go to last page.

There were numerous listings from all sorts of sources such as:

ωThe Internet

ωBooks

ωaŀŎƪŜȅΩǎ 9ƴŎȅŎƭƻǇŜŘƛŀ

ωaŀǎƻƴƛŎ .ƛōƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻŘƎŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ

There is a lot of information about the Temple but there is information that is 
indifferent. I performed several matching of references to ensure the information was 
coming from respected sources. 
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Where and how did the plan of the Temple begin?

Why was the present site chosen?

What are the essential purposes of the Temple?

Where is the temple today? 

What other assemblies represent the temple? 

King Solomon's Temple also known as the First Temple, was the first temple of the ancient religion of the 

biblical Israelites in Jerusalem and originally constructed by King Solomon. These accounts in the Bible 

are also the basis for much of the legend and lore of Freemasonry, which uses the construction of the 

Temple as a backdrop and metaphor for moral instruction.

You have to image all this is about to be told about KST is almost 3,000 years ago

According to the Bible, it functioned as a religious focal point for worship and the sacrifices known as the 

korbanotin ancient Judaism. Completed in 960 BC and was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC. A 

reconstructed temple in Jerusalem, which stood between 516 BC and 70 BC, was the Second Temple. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ IŜǊƻŘΩǎ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΦ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ¢ƘƛǊŘ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ 

will be built.  More information can be seen at Attachment 1 which is at the end of the paper.
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ωThere was no Masonic history, as we know it, until the operative stone masons of 
England had established their craft by building some of those marvelous monuments to 
Christian civilization, the Gothic cathedrals. But there were Masons long before there 
were books.

ωThe earliest legendary Masonic writing which has survived in manuscript is a little 
book consisting of 33 leaves of parchment, written in English, probably before 1390 
A.D.

ωhǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŀǊŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǇƘŀǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άSo Mote 
it beέ
ωSee Attachment 3 for more info on a Masonic Timeline about documents.

ωIn 1717, four old Lodges in London met together to form the first Grand Lodge and 
Freemasonry.  
ωBetween 1720-1730, George Payne and his associates developed a ritual of three 
degrees, with the legend of King Solomon's Temple holding the central position. This 
legend grew to be one of the dominant themes in Masonry as we know it today.
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ωKing David's first action as king of Israel was to conquer Jerusalem and declare it the 
capital of his kingdom. 

ωEven though the city was not the perfect choice from many points of view, a 
geopoliticalconstraint dictated this choice. 

ωMount Moriah located in Jerusalem is an important place where Abraham bound 
Isaac.

ωAbraham sets out to obey God's command without questioning. After Isaac is bound 
to an altar, the angel of God stops Abraham at the last minute, at which point Abraham 
discovers a ram caught in some nearby bushes. Abraham then sacrifices the ram 
instead Isaac .

ωThe Bible identifies the location of this event as the hill on which Solomon later built 
the Temple, now known as the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.

ωAccording to the biblical narrative, David was instructed by God not to build the 
Temple, leaving the task to his son Solomon. 

ωKing David had the desire to build the temple but God chose his son King Solomon 
who completed it in about 960 B.C.
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The temple became a part of the city named Jerusalemon Temple Mount also referred 
to as Mount Moriah . It is 14 1/2 miles from Jordan, 15 miles from Salt Sea, and 41 
miles from the Mediterranean. The location was not the most desirable one on which 
to erect the Temple, but was chosen by King Solomon because of its sacred 
associations.
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ωKing David provided materials in great abundance for the building of the Temple

ωThe Biblical account reports that this amounted to 100,000 talents (3,000 tons) of gold (an amount 
exceeding the current annual global production and 1,000,000 talents (30,000 tons) of silver. 

ωKing David also purchased the threshing floor what is now to be the Temple location

ωKing Solomon entered into a pact with Hiram I, king of Tyre, for the supply of whatever else was 
needed for the work, particularly timber from the forests of Lebanon, which was brought in great rafts 
by the sea to Joppa, where it was dragged to Jerusalem

ωThe laborers of Tyre were traders and highly skilled in the construction of arts, sciences, stone and 
metal works

ωThe timber used from Lebanon was no small feat in transporting it to Temple Mount

ωOnce the wood was cut, it had to be taken down the mountain side to the coast which 15 miles N. of 
Tyre. They rolled it down the mountainside and when it was on level ground, they pulled it to the coast 
by teams of oxen. The logs were bound together in rafts using very strong rope and floated down to 
Joppa, (today known as Tel Aviv). This was a further distance of about 90 miles. The city of Joppa was 
situated on a rocky hill rising to a height of about 115 ft. From the coast of Joppa it was ANOTHER 35 
miles to Jerusalem. A new road laid by King Solomon, enabled them to transport the cedar logs to 
Jerusalem. 

ωKing Solomon supplies sufficient water to the temple by the use of huge water tanks. One of them 
know as the great sea capable of containing three million gallons 
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ωHiram Abiff of Tyre, the principal architect and engineer, was of mixed race. "He was a 

widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali. He was skilled to work in stone, timber, all metals, 

and fine linens.

ωWith him were associated the trained and "cunning" men of David, who had "trained 

ǿƻǊƪƳŜƴ ƛƴ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜΣ ƘŜǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳōŜǊΦά

ωSolomon numbered the workman of 70,000 Entered Apprentices in the rock quarries, 

80,000 Fellowcrafts who quarried rock out of the mountains and cut and polished them 

into perfect ashlars, and 30,000 who cut wood out of Lebanon. Additionally, there were 

3300 overseers of the work and 550 chief overseers, making a combined labor force 

over 180,000 
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Å¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻŦ YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ 
dignified and artistic building conforming to the specifications found in the bible.

ÅKing Solomon began construction of the Temple about the year 957 B.C. during the 4th year 
of his reign. 

ÅIt took over 7 years to build this magnificent temple. The years preceding these were for 
preparation of manpower and material.  All this was under the leadership of Hiram Abiff

ωThe Temple was built due east and west and was surrounded with high walls built of stone 
and timber. 

ωThe Temple stone used was immediately at hand in the hills round about Jerusalem and even 
in the city itself. 

To build this massive temple, stones prepared in the quarries underneath the city of huge 
dimension were gradually placed on the massive walls

ωThe workmen prepared the rough ashlars in the quarries, and then carried them up to a place 
close to the building site where more skilled and expert craftsmen gave them their fine finish 
with the result that they were perfect ashlars. 

ωThese stones were the famous white limestone, which was so easily worked and carved. 

The stones were so closely fitted together that no motor was used to hold the stones in place

There was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house while it was in the 
process of being built. 
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ÅLength: threescore cubits (60 cubits-125 ft.)

ÅWidth: twenty cubits (20 cubits-41 ft. 8 in)

ÅHeight: thirty cubits (30 cubits-62 1/5 ft)

ÅThe porchbefore the temple of the house:

Å20 cubits (20 cubits - 41 ft. 8 in. long)

Å10 cubits (10 cubits - 20 ft. 10 in. Wide)

ÅChambers were built around the temple on the outside walls of the 2 
sides and the end.

Å10 ft. 5 in. high:12 ft. 6 in. wide: and 14 ft. 7 in. long, with pillars for the 
ceiling beams so they would not rest on the wall.

ÅWhat is a cubit?   Demo this
An ancient unit of linear measure, originally equal to the length of the 
forearm from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow, or about 17 to 22 
inches (43 to 56 centimeters).
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ωThe pillars were at least 30 ft. high, each nearly 20 ft around. 

ωEach pillar was adorned with chapiters of cast bronze formed in the shape of lilies, 
which had a thickness of almost three inches.

ωChapiters were about 7 1/2ft high. 

ωHiram Abiff made pomegranates in two rows above the bowl-shaped part next to the 
network. 

ωThese pillars were cast in bronze in the clay grounds of the Jordan, formed hollow and 
made of molten brass. 

ω¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƛƴƎ Ƙƻƭƭƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎϥ ŀƴŘ ΨǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ 
ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎΩ

ωBoaz, the left-hand pillar, stood to the south signifying strength

ωJachin stood to the north God will establish
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ω!ǘ ǘƘŜ {Φ9Φ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΣ IƛǊŀƳ !ōƛŦŦ ƘŀŘ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ Ψōƻǿƭϥ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ 
ΨƳƻƭǘŜƴ ǎŜŀϥΦ 

ωThis huge tank was about 15 ft. in diameter. It stood about 7 ½ ft. high and the 
circumference was about 45 ft. holding about 10,000 gals of water. 

ωThe great bowl was for the High Priests to cleanse themselves. It was made of molten 
bronze and a hands breadth in thickness. 

ωIt was supported by 12 bronze bulls arranged in four groups of three, each group 
facing a different direction with the heads facing outwards.

ωAll round the temple were bronze carts, totaling 10. 

ωThese carts were about 6 ft. long X 6 ft. wide X 4 ½ ft. high. 

ωEach cart had a basin set upon the band which was about 6 ft. in diameter and held 
about 211 gals of water. 

ωThese were used to cleanse the animals intended as sacrifices. 5 carts were on the S. 
side and 5 on the N. side. The overseer of all this work was Hiram Abiff.
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ωAll around the outside of the building there were side chambers or side rooms

ωThese were arranged in 3 levels which were divided into 90 rooms, with 30 on each 
level. 

ωEach level measured about 10 ft. high. The wall on each floor was thinner than the 
one below it so that the rooms could rest on the wall without having their beams built 
into the wall. 

ωThe entrance to the lowest level was on the south side of the Temple with stairs 
leading up to the 2nd and 3rd levels. 

ωAccess was gained to the Middle Chamber by a winding stairway in the southeast 
corner of the building. No access to the Temple could be gained from these levels.

ωThe Temple followed the traditional Phoenician design: an outer hallway, a central 
open courtyard, and an inner Holy of Holies or sanctum sanctorum. 
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ÅThe Ulam: the porch or entrance before the temple
ÅThe Hekal: ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ tƭŀŎŜΣ άDǊŜŀǘŜǊ IƻǳǎŜά ƻǊ ά¢ŜƳǇƭŜέ ƻǊ άtŀƭŀŎŜέ
ÅThe Debir: ǘƘŜ hǊŀŎƭŜ ƻǊ aƻǎǘ Iƻƭȅ tƭŀŎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ άLƴƴŜǊ IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ϦIƻƭȅ 
ƻŦ IƻƭƛŜǎά
ÅOnce past the 2 great pillars, the vestibule opened into a vast main sanctuary, lit by 
small windows. 
ÅA double door of olive and pine wood, covered in gold and decorated with carved 
figures led into the sanctuary. 
ÅThis sanctuary stone walls were covered with cedar panels, as was the whole interior 
of the sanctuary. 
ÅEven the roofs were covered in cedar. 
ÅThe floor was covered in cypress wood and the whole structure was then overlaid 
with fine gold, carved with designs of palm trees and chain patterns. 
ÅEverything in this room was covered with the finest gold to include flower 
decorations, table for show bread, and lamps of fine gold
Å5ƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨIƻƭȅ ƻŦ IƻƭƛŜǎϥ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ
ÅLeading into the Holy of Holies you see that the walls and ceiling were completely 
lined with pure gold and right in front of you lies the Art of the Covenant 
ÅbŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƎƛƎŀƴǘƛŎ ŎƘŜǊǳōƛƳΨǎΦ 
ÅThey stood over 20 ft. high and were made of olive wood; both were of the same size 
and shape. They were placed side by side, so that 2 of their outstretched wings touched 
each other in the middle of the room, and the other 2 wings touched the walls. The 
ǘǿƻ ǿƛƴƎŜŘ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άIƻƭȅ ƻŦ 
IƻƭƛŜǎέΦ
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ωHoly of Holies is now prepared to receive and house the Ark of the Covenant

ωWhen the Temple was dedicated, the Ark containing the original tablets of the Ten 

Commandmentsτwas placed therein

ωSolomon ascended a platform which had been erected for him

ωIn the sight of all the people, and lifting up his hands to heaven poured out his heart 

to 

God in prayer

ωThe feast of dedication, lasted seven days, followed by the feast of tabernacles, 

marked a new era in the history of Israel. On the eighth day of the feast of tabernacles, 

Solomon dismissed the vast assemblage of the people.
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Not only did King Solomon build the temple but other great buildings as you can see 
here:

#1 - The Lord's Temple built by Solomon
#2 - The Gate to the inner Temple Court
#3 - The outer Temple Court
#4 - Likely Edifice of the House of Treasures
#5 - The House of Pharaoh's Daughter
#6 - The Porch of Judgment
#7 - Solomon's Palace
#8 - The House of the Forest of Lebanon
#9 - Possible site of the Porch of Pillars to the Temple and Citadel coming from the 
Palace of Solomon and the House of the Forest of Lebanon. 
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ωCaptured by the Babylonians in 586 BC and, at the order of King Nebuchadnezzar II, 
the city was torched, the Temple razed, and the people taken into exile. 

ωKing Herod captured Jerusalem and In 20 B.C. he began the work of rebuilding of the 
Temple.

ωIt was not completed until 64 A.D. 

ω¢ƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ƛǘǳǎΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ IŜǊƻŘΩǎ 
Temple better know as the Second Temple in 70 A.D.

ωToday, hardly a fragment of this magnificent edifice remains except for a portion of 
the outer wall, known as the Wailing Wall of Jerusalem (The Second Temple as know 
ŀƭǎƻ IŜǊƻŘΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜύΦ
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ÅIn February 2010 Eilat Mazar announced the discovery of what she believes to be a 
10th Century city wall, Jerusalem. 

ÅIt's the most significant construction we have from First Temple days in Israel 

ÅIt means that at that time, the 10th century, in Jerusalem there was a regime capable 
of carrying out such construction.

ÅThe 10th century is the period the Bible describes as the reign of King Solomon.

ÅA section of wall 79meters (259ft) long and 6meters (20ft) high has been 
uncovered. The discoveries include an inner gatehouse, a "royal structure" and a corner 
tower with a base measuring 23meters (75ft) by 18meters (59ft) from which 
watchmen could keep watch on the Kidron Valley

ÅPottery shards discovered within the fill of the lowest floor of the royal building near 
the gatehouse also testify to the 10th-century-BCE dating of the complex. 

ÅOn the floor, excavators found remnants of large storage jars that survived destruction 
by fire and that were found in rooms that apparently served as storage areas on the 
ground floor of the building. 

ÅThe jars that were found are the largest ever found in Jerusalem

ÅThe inscription found on one of them shows that it belonged to a government official, 
apparently the person responsible for overseeing the provision of baked goods to the 
royal court.
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ωWhen the Lord told Abraham to offer up Isaac as a sacrifice "on one of the mountains 
I will tell thee of" (Gen. 22:3). It was
Mount Moriah. This is the spot where today the Dome of the Rock, and King 
{ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ what is believed, stands today. 
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On this spot where Abraham offered Isaac, David made an acceptable offering unto the 
Lord, and by faith saved Jerusalem from destruction
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