
Allied Masonic Degrees

Jackie  D. Butler II
Sovereign Master

April 2010



YƛƴƎǎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ
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Where and how did the plan of the Temple begin?

Why was the present site chosen?

What are the essential purposes of the Temple?

Where is the temple today? 

What other assemblies represent the temple? 

Kings Solomonôs Temple is known as the First Temple

ñMuch of the legend and lore of Freemasonry uses the 

construction of the Temple as a backdrop and metaphor for 

moral instruction.ò



Medieval History and Legend
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The earliest legendary Masonic 

writing which has survived in 

manuscript is a little book 

consisting of 33 leaves of 

parchment, written in English, 

probably before 1390 A.D. 

άSo Mote it beέ

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_oDwLpT1T7Yw/SpNyOqZzUeI/AAAAAAAAACg/suDdDacAJ9g/s1600-h/Regis+Manuscripts.jpg


Location of the Temple
Mount Moriah (Temple Mount )
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ÅAbraham bounds Isaac for sacrifice to the Lord on Mount Moriah 

ÅFaith of events spared Isaac and this very spot became sacred

ÅKing David desires to build the temple to God

ÅBut God chose his son King Solomon to build the temple instead

ÅThe temple was completed about 960 B.C.  (7 years in the making)



JerusalemCity of the Temple
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The temple became a part of the 

city named Jerusalem. It is 14 1/2 

miles from Jordan, 15 miles from 

Salt Sea, and 41 miles from the 

Mediterranean. The location was 

not the most desirable one on 

which to erect the Temple, but 

was chosen by King Solomon 

because of its sacred associations.



Preparations for Temple Construction Begins
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Å King David provided materials in great abundance for the 
building of the Temple

Å King David purchased the threshing floor: Temple location

Å Solomon enters into a pact with King Hiram of Tyre

Å King Hiram of Tyre supplies manpower and timber from 
the forests of Lebanon.

Å The laborers of Tyre were traders and highly skilled in the 
construction of arts, sciences, stone and metal works

Å The timber used from Lebanon was no small feat in 
transporting it to Temple Mount

Å King Solomon supplies sufficient water to the temple by 
the use of huge water tanks known as the great seas 

King Hiram walking through the forests of 
Lebanon



Workman of the Temple

ÅHiram Abiff of Tyre, the principal architect and engineer, was of mixed 
race. "He was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali. He was skilled to work 
in stone, timber, all metals, and fine linens.

ÅWith him were associated the trained and "cunning" men of David, who 
had "trained workmen in abundance, hewers and workers of stone and 
ǘƛƳōŜǊΦέ

ÅTotal labor force of workmen were over 180,000
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Construction of the Temple
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ÅMany thousands of laborers and skilled artisans were employed in the work. Stones 
prepared in the quarries underneath the city of huge dimension were gradually 
placed on the massive walls, and closely fitted together without any mortar.

ÅThe Temple stone was immediately at hand in the hills round about Jerusalem and 
even in the city itself.

ÅThere was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house

while it was in the process of being built.



Dimensions of the Temple (1 Kings 6)

9

ÅLength: threescore cubits (60 cubits-125 ft.)

ÅWidth: twenty cubits (20 cubits-41 ft. 8 in)

ÅHeight: thirty cubits (30 cubits-62 1/5 ft)

ÅThe porch before the temple of the house:

Å20 cubits (20 cubits - 41 ft. 8 in. long)

Å10 cubits (10 cubits - 20 ft. 10 in. Wide)

ÅChambers were built around the temple on the 

outside walls of the 2 sides and the end.

Å10 ft. 5 in. high: 12 ft. 6 in. wide: and 14 ft. 7 in. 

long, with pillars for the ceiling beams so they 

would not rest on the wall.

ÅWhat is a cubit? 

An ancient unit of linear measure, originally equal 

to the length of the forearm from the tip of the 

middle finger to the elbow, or about 17 to 22 
inches (43 to 56 centimeters).



Two Great Pillars at the Entrance
Boaz andJachin
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The Molten Sea and The Lavers
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Side Chambers & Side Rooms
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ÅArranged in 3 levels

ÅDivided into 90 rooms, with 30 on each level

ÅEach level measured about 10 ft. high

ÅThe wall on each floor was thinner than the one below it 

ÅTherefore the rooms could rest on the wall without supporting beams



The Big Picture

The Ulam: the porch or entrance before the temple

The Hekal: ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ tƭŀŎŜΣ άDǊŜŀǘŜǊ IƻǳǎŜά ƻǊ ά¢ŜƳǇƭŜέ ƻǊ άtŀƭŀŎŜέ

The Debir: ǘƘŜ hǊŀŎƭŜ ƻǊ aƻǎǘ Iƻƭȅ tƭŀŎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ άLƴƴŜǊ IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ϦIƻƭȅ ƻŦ IƻƭƛŜǎά



Ark of the Covenant
ÅHoly of Holies is now prepared to receive 

and house the Ark of the Covenant

ÅWhen the Temple was dedicated, the Ark 

containing the original tablets of the Ten 

Commandmentsðwas placed therein

ÅSolomon ascended a platform which had 

been erected for him

ÅIn the sight of all the people, and lifting up 

his hands to heaven poured out his heart to 

God in prayer
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Architecture Identities
Some certain and some 
tentative identifications
#1 - The Lord's Temple 
built by Solomon
#2 - The Gate to the
inner Temple Court
#3 - The outer Temple 
Court
#4 - Likely Edifice of the 
House of Treasures
#5 - The House of 
Pharaoh's Daughter
#6 - The Porch of 
Judgment
#7 - Solomon's Palace
#8 - The House of the 
Forest of Lebanon
#9 - Possible site of the 
Porch of Pillars to the 
Temple and Citadel 
coming from the Palace 
of Solomon and the 
House of the Forest of 
Lebanon. 
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The Porch of Pillars
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YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ tŀƭŀŎŜ
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YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ vǳŜŜƴ
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The Porch of Judgment
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The Altar of Burnt-Offering
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The Treasure Room
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The Destruction of 
YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ
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Captured by the Babylonians in 586 BC and, at the order 
of King Nebuchadnezzar II, the city was torched, the 
Temple razed, and the people taken into exile. 



Archaeological Evidence

ÅFebruary 2010 Eilat Mazar discovers 10th-century city wall, Jerusalem

ÅIn Jerusalem there was a regime capable of carrying out such construction 

ÅThe 10th century is the period the Bible describes as the reign of King Solomon

ÅThe wall 79 meters (259 ft) long and 6 meters (20 ft) high has been uncovered. 

ÅThe discoveries include an inner gatehouse, a "royal structure" and a corner tower 

with a base measuring 23 meters (75 ft) by 18 meters (59 ft) 

ÅPottery shards discovered within the fill of the lowest floor of the royal building near 

the gatehouse also testify to the 10th-century-BCE dating of the complex

ÅThe jars that were found are the largest ever found in Jerusalem

23



¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ±ƛǊǘǳŜ

When the Lord told Abraham to offer up Isaac as a sacrifice "on 
one of the mountains I will tell thee of" (Gen. 22:3). It was
Mount Moriah. This is the spot where today the Dome of the 
Rock, and YƛƴƎ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ what is believed, stands today. 
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Temple Mount

The Dome of the Rock is located at the visual center of an 
ancient man-made platform known as the Temple Mount. 
The Dome of the Rock was erected between 685 and 691 CE 
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An Inside View

On this spot where Abraham 
offered Isaac, David made an 
acceptable offering unto the 
Lord, and by faith saved 
Jerusalem from destruction
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A Visual Overview
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Observed and photographed by

RWB Keith Newton, 8th Masonic District



Models of the Temple
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Late in the 17th century there were several attempts
to create models of King Solomon's Temple.

This picture is located at 
Pickaway Lodge No. 23 

Circleville, OH

Created By:
Gerhard Schott

Hamburg, Germany
1694



Modern Assemblies of the Temple

The entrance is Doric, while the 
interior of the main hall (Memorial 
Hall) is Composite. The tower sections 
are Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian. The 
tower is capped with an Egyptian 
pyramid, and capped with a flame-like 
finial, as an homage to the lighthouse 
of Alexandria

George Washington 
Masonic Memorial 
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